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PERTH-MANDURAH RAILWAY - INAUGURAL TRAIN JOURNEY 
Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [2.04 pm]:  I am pleased 
to inform the house that over 520 seats will be made available by public ballot for the inaugural train journey to 
Mandurah on 23 December 2007.  From tomorrow, Western Australians will have seven days to enter the ballot 
with a draw scheduled for Thursday, 6 December 2007.  The inaugural journey will comprise three trains, each 
with six-car sets.  The balloted seats on the inaugural journey will, of course, be free and comprise 250 seats on 
the journey departing Perth underground station.  The balloted seats will be available to people who have 
completed a coupon either in The West Australian - 

Several members interjected.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Members opposite are very excited, Mr Speaker.  I know that they have all been 
asking me for seats, but I would like just a few minutes to announce this.   

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It shows the member for Darling Range how forgiving we are.   

The balloted seats will be available to people who have either completed a coupon in the Sunday Times or 
registered online at www.pta.wa.gov.au.  These tickets will comprise 100 double and 50 single passes.   

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Mr Speaker, I crave your protection.   

In addition, 200 seats will be available by ballot to people who have worked on the project, with coupons and 
online registration available on the same basis as for the general public ballot.  Seventy double passes will be 
available for passengers to join the journey at stations along the route.  Coupons for these will be available in 
local newspapers in the southern suburbs and these will be drawn on Tuesday, 4 December.   

In addition to the first train to Mandurah, we will also be ticketing 440 seats on the first express train from 
Mandurah to Perth.  These tickets will be available through Mandurah radio, local newspapers, the Mandurah 
city council office and the office of the member for Mandurah, David Templeman.   

This is a fantastic opportunity for members of the public to share in part of Western Australia’s history.  This 
new service is a major step forward in our public transport system and will bring the metropolitan area and 
Mandurah together.  Those people who miss out on a seat for the inaugural journey will have plenty of 
opportunities to take the trip on the first day.  Regular services will begin on the same day and travel will be free 
all day across the passenger network.  I hope the opposition will not criticise that as it did last time.  In other 
words, there will be free travel on all bus, train and ferry services on Sunday, 23 December to encourage people 
to utilise our public transport system.   
Celebrations will occur along the Mandurah route and there will be plenty for train travellers to do and see.  
More than 10 000 seats will be available each way on the first day of operation and real train fanatics will be 
able to take the 87 minute journey from Mandurah to Clarkson. 
 


